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The concept of gender discussed here is different from the usual understanding 
of a binary structure consisting of male and female. Gender in this context refers to a 
range of gendered practices in certain social and cultural backgrounds. This research 
looks into the process of how one’s body and life are gendered by culture, and how 
one responds to gender norms, even transgresses gender boundary. Gender, as a 
cultural mechanism and a social category, sits in the core of this process. It starts from 
the body, and with ongoing interactions of the self and the others, it develops into 
various forms of livable or unlivable life. Body dysphoria or gender dysphoria impels 
one person to seek for means that break through gender’s control. These means, may 
or may not including medical interventions of the body, are compromise and also 
resistance to gender norms. Meanwhile, the body serves as a crucial passage that 
connects one person with others, and one’s body is where the enforcement of gender 
norms and transgression against gender norms take place. In this way, this person 
experiences with and re-creates the meaning of the body, as well as unfolds the secret 
of gender mechanism and re-writes the connotation of gender. When one’s gendered 
body is seemingly imprisoned by gender norms, in fact this person already has the 
potential to respond to and affect gender mechanism. And when one person crosses 
gender borders using bodily interventions, ones’s seemingly unbounded soul is still 
conditioned by gender mechanism and therefore is never absolutely free. 
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